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STCTI~N YXII

AWARD m® TN PISTINGUISITN=FLYT'C CPCSS--Ry' direction of ths Fresident,
under the rrovisirns of the Act of Cengrers, anprove” 2 July 1326 (~ull 2, T,
1526), ¢=d pursu:nt to cuthority delegeted by Mecd-usricre Unitel ttates frmy
Stretepglic Air Forces in letter, file :C 323, subject: "refinitirn of Admin-
ictrotive Pesomeinhilitiesn, d-nted 6 Puguct 1945, cuncuncement ie rede of the
ewerd of +he Di*ttnpu*shcd-FEylng Cross tc the following neme3 officers »nd
enlisted men of the 6th Rorbardment Scuadren, .29th Poubordrent Group:

For extruordinary sehicverent mhile pﬁrtlci*zting in aeriﬁl flight § %oy

1245, Tacse individucle +ere members of & crrbet erer of ¢ 3-2- “urerfortrcss
'lying froa ¢ bore In the “eriener cgeliist Tuchirrul airfield, Fyuchu, Juren.
#t ihr smaenhly va'nt the formutien -ag stteek-¢ by s.v's of fichtcrs. Accurrte
rechine-gun firs ket the eremy pilote et & sefe dlst&nce. b= they goprosched

he initlel point, hourver, s~verel rhosphorous hombs bursi ne:ry, secveraly deme
oging tre wing -nd fuselage. Despite the imminent danger of a fuel fire, these -
crevman steYed in position. Through the withering hail of intense and decdly
accurate flak, they flew e highly successful bembing run, dropping their prcject-
1les with such unusual accuracy that the enemy installation was completely des-
troyed. After successfully evading fighters and flak to land's end, they flew the
crippled homber safely back to their hcme base. The outstanding airmanship, crew
teamwork, snd levotion to duty displayed by these vetersns of repeated assaults
against the Japanese homeland refle«t great credit on themselves and the Army sir
Forces. )

First Lieutenant 'ILLIAM A POBINSON JF, 0832229, Air Corps, United Qtates Army,
as Pilot.

First Lieutenant JACK F ACKER, 02064497, Air Corps,; United States Army, ss
Nevigetor.

First Lieutensnt ROLF A HFFMANSON, 06£€2416, Air Corps, United States Army, s
Bombardier.

First Lieutenant MAYNARD ¥. ATMFLING, 02068069, Air Corps, United States Army,
ag Redar QObserver.

Flight Officer HOMFR C “WNDFLL, 18050617, Alr Corps, United States Army, as
Flight Engineer.

Technical Sergeant FRANK W RIDFR, 38007647, Alr Corps, United States Army, as
Radio Operetor.

Technical Sergeant THEODORF F FOACH,‘14188954, Air Corps, United States Army,
es Central Fire Control Gunner. :

Staff Sergeant ROBFRT F PAYL, 35559355, Air Corps, United States Army, as Left
Gunner. .
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Sergeant KAREKIN AGAZARIAN, 31397999, Air Corps, United States Army, as Right
Gunner.

Staff Sergeant MFLBOURNE C K¥NDALL, 36892556, Air Corps, United States Army, as
Tail Gunner.

~

SECTION XXIIT

AWARD OF THF. DISTINGUISHED-FLYING CROSS--By direction of the President,
under the provisions of the Act of Congress, approved 2 July 1926 (Bull 8, ¥D,
1926), and pursuant to authority delegated by Headquarters United States Army
Strategic Air Forces in letter, file AG 323, subject: "Definition of Admin-
istrative Responsibilities™, dated 6 August 1945, announcement is made of the
award of the Distinguished-Flying Cross to the following named officer snd
enlisted man of the 60th Bombardment Squadron, 39th Bombardment Group:

For extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight 24 May
1945. These individuals were combat crew members of a B-29 aircraft in a his-
tori night incendiary strike from & base in the Marisnas against Tokyo, Japan.
Undeterred by savege enemy f4ighter attacks and sustained barrages of heavy flak,
they resolutely held course and released their bombs squsrely on the target with
great eccuracy and devasteting results. At the instant of bombs away, & cone of
searchlights silhoubtied their plene against the sky, making it the target for
well-aimed flak and viclous fighter attacks. During the battle that ensued,
-through close teamwork they successfully evaded anti-aircraft fire and drove off
the attacking enemy fighters and returned safely to their base. The outstanding
ahility, exemplary courage and determination of these veteran combat crewman
contributed materially to the prosecution of the war end reflect great crcdit on
themselves and the army air Forces.

First Lieutenant GLVNN F HAS, 02061372, (then Second Lieutenant), Air Corps,
United States irmy, as Bombardier.

Technical Sergeant STFWART L HINDS, 16177554, (then Sergeent), Air Corps, United
States Army, as Central Fire Control Gunner.

SECTION XXIV

A"ARD OF THE DISTINGUISHFD-FLYING CROSS--By direction of the President,
under the provisions of the Act of Congress, epproved 2 July 1926 (Bull 8, ™D,
1926), and pursuant to authority delegated by Headquarters United States Army
Strategic Alr Forces in letter, file AG 323, subject: "Definition of Admin-
istrative Responsibilities®, dated 6 August 1945, announcement is mode of the
award of the Distinguished-Flying Cross to the followins named officere and
enlisted men of the 60th Bombardment Sausdron, 39th Bombsrdment Groups

For extraordincry achievement while participating in aerial flight on 24
May 1945. These individuals were combat crew members of a B-29 aircraft in the
historic night incendiary strike from a bese in the Marienas ageinst the vital
urban and industrisl area of Tokyo, Japan. - Despite the fact that intense opp-
osition from accurate, heavy caliber flek guns and viciously attacking enemy -
fighters was encountered from landfall through to the target and on tke withdraw-
al, they remained on course end relecsed their bombs on the target with devastat-
ing results. At the moment of bombs away, a burst of fire from an enemy fighter
inflicted considerable damege to their plane and swept it into a severe thermal.
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Only the high degrce of professional skil! possessed by these veteran crevmen
cnabled them to fly their damsged B-29 successfully through the thermal &nd
snfely back to their home base. Their cool courage and resourcefulness under
fire aided materislly in the success of the assigned mission and reflect grect

credit on themselves and the Army Air Forces.

Ceptain NORMAN W FUFPTH, 0734224, Air Corps, -United States Army, as Airplene
Commander. ’

First Lieutenant LAMAR C NOBLE, 0556157, Air Corps, United States frmy, as Pader
Ohserver. :

First Lieutenant RICHARD D TAGUE, 02069219, (then Second Lieutenent), Air Corps,
United States Army, as Navigator.

Flisht Officer OTTO SFIEFR, 37150502, (then Master Sergeant), Air Corps, United
States Army, as Flight Fngineer.

Flight Officer RICHARD % STRACHAN, 77126, Air Corps,thited States Army, &s
Romberdier.

Staff Sergeant LWCN:RD L CFLMFP, 30924707, Air Corps, United States Army, as
Right Gunner. ’

Staff Sergeant JFSCSF M GRURB, 33656465, (then Sergeant), Air Corps, United States
irmy, as Left Gunner. :

Steff Sergcent LEONARD S TRESTFR, 33747159, (then Sergeant), Air Corps, United
States Army, as Radio Operetor. : .

Sergeant FLOYD A DkWFON, 17148383, Ajir Corps, United States Armj, as Tail Gunner.

AWARD OF THF DISTINGUISHFED-FLYING CROSS--By direction of the President,
under the provisicns of the Act of Congress, approved 2 July 1926 (Bull 8, T,
1926), and pursuent to authority delegated by Headauarters United States Army
Strategic Lir Forces in letter, file AG 323, subject: "Dofinition of aAdmin-
istrative Responsibilities", dated 6 August 1945, announcement is mede of the
award of the Distinguished-Flying Cross to the following named officers und
enlisted men of the 458th Bombardment Souadron, 330th Bemberdment Group:

For oxtraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flizht € fug-
ust 1945. These individuals were combat crew members of a B-29 aircraft in a
devastating duj1ight strike from a hase in the Maricnas sgainst the Nakejime-
Musheshino aircreft factory, located in the outskirts of northwestern Tokyo,
Japan. The long znd hazardous overwater mission was flown through sdverse end
repidly chenging wecather conditions. Two tropiccl fronts were penetrated en
route to the torget area. Heavy oppesition was encountered on the bomb run,
causing serious damage to their eircraft. With the loss of number three engine,
radar set inoperative, interphone system inoperative, and the loss of cs0in
pressure, they showed great skill and zirmenship to maintzin their position as
deputy lead. The explosives were relecsed on the target, causing devastating
results. After hombs asny, they found that the doors would not close. Display-
ing outstending airmanship, they meintained their position in formetion to londs-
While still at 20,000 feet three crew members risked anoxia by entering the
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end.



