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39" BomB GROUP (VH) ASSOCIATION

- webmaster@39th.org -

This digital file contains pages from General Order 64 dated 15 September 1945
issued by Headquarters, Twentieth Air Force.

The set of orders contains 10 pages, however, only pages pertaining to the 39th
Bombardment Group (VH) have been included in this digital file.

Included is the first page of the order listing the order number, date and issuing
organization and the final signature page of the order regardless of if these pages
include information pertaining to other organizations.

Section III - Replacement Crew 16, 5 officers
Section IV - Crew 25, all crew members
Section V - Crew 59, 5 crew members.



(GO #63, thi q, dd 14 Sept 45 contained XIV- :tions) |

HE:DQU.RTERS TWENTIETE sIR FORCE s
aP0 234, c¢/o Postm#ster /
San Francisco, C#lifpenia o
& . /
ENERLL ORDERS ) / 5 el B : 15 September 1945
H T ot 4 )
NO. e ¢ o o 64 ') L > . £ j,“; v‘_f
s, ) - SECTION I =~ » ; b

#¥aRD OF THE DISTINGUISHED-FLYING CROSS--By direction of the President,
under the provisions of the act of Congress, approved 2. July 1926 (Bull 8, WD,
1926), and pursuant to authority delegated by Headquarters United States Army
Strategic sir Forces in letter, file 4G 323, subject: "Definition of Adminis-
trative Responsibilities", dated 6 .iugust 1945, announcement is made of the
award of the Distinguished-Flying Cross to the following named officers and
gnlisted men of the 28th Bombardment Squadron, 19th Bombardment Group.

] For extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight 2 July
"1945, These individuals were combat. crew members. of a B-29 aircraft on a bomb-
ardment of Shimonoseki, Japan, from a base in the Marianas. They overcame haz-
ardous weather conditions on the lohg over-water flight to the assembly point.
sbout 250 miles from the Japanese coast, the number two engine bagan backfiring,
lessening the power cutput. As they began the bomb run, the malfunctioning
engine failed, and the number two propeller had to be feathered. Undeterred by
the hazard of flying over the target on three engines, they resolutely contin-
ued on the bomb run. They released their pfojectiles squarely on the city, con-
tributing to the destruction of more than a half square mile, or thirty-six
percent of the built.up portion of Shimonoseki. Returning to their base with no
power fronm the number two engine, they made a successful emergency landing at
Iwo Jima. The courage, skill, and devotion to duty of these veterans of repeated
assaults against the Japanese mainland reflect great credit on themselves and |
the army air Forces. ’

First Lleutenant PHILIP S CROW, 0690057, dir Corps, United States .irmy, as
airplane Cormander.

First Lieutenant MARVIN V DIERKING, 0770600, .iir Corps, United States Army, as

Co-Pilot. o

First Lleutenant JOSEPH J STEFaNI, 01822921, air Corps, United States Army, as .
Bombardier. .

Second Lieutenant HARSARD ] NL1¢PON 02079212, air Corps, United States 4irmy, as
Navigator. -\

Second Lieutenant JOSEPH E WEZBIR, 02077499, iir Corps, United States irmy, as
Radar Observer, ’

Sergeant HiROID U O'BRYAN, 12230308, Air Corps, United States army, as Gunner.

Sergeant HuROLD J ROBERTS, 14155024, 4ir Corps, United States Army, as Flight
Engineer,

Sergeant JOHN E SCHENK, 33797234, ~ir Corps, Unlted States army, as Gurner,

Sergeant CH.RIES H SHUMsRD, 35299955, air Corps, United States Army, as Radio
Operator. . . rr e/
. SHIREE,
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Sergeant ALLEN H SMITH, 33733710, air Corps, United States Army, as Gunner.
Sergeant WARREN A SMITH, 31340472, air Corps, United States Army, as Gunner,

4WuRD OF THE DISTINGUISHED~FIYING CROSS--By direction of the President,
under the provisions of the act of Congress, approved 2 July 1926 (Bull 8, WD,
1926), and pursuant to authority delegated by Headquarters United States irmy
Strategic .Air Forces in letter, Pile 4G 323, subject: "Definition of .dminis-
trative Responsibilities", dated 6 .ugust 1945, announcement is made of the
award of the Distinguished-Flying Cross to the following named enlisted men of
the 52nd chbardmbnt oquadron, 29th Bombardment Group.

For extraordinary achievement while particinating in aerial flight 27
spril 1945, These individuals were gunners of a B-29 aircraft from a base in
the Marianas on a daylight formation attack against Kushira airfield on Kyushu,
Japan, although they were in a highly vulnerable position, they drove off per-
sistent enemy fighters which tried to disrupt the bombing run. Bombs were drop-
red with deadly accuracy, virtually demolishing the objective, although their
plane was damaged by flak which bracketed the formation over the target. when
another Superfort ‘was seen to drop out- of the formation badly damaged, they -
immediately went to its aid. Enemy fighters immediately began attacking the
two aircraft but through the skillful coordination of these gunners, the
fighters were driven off. Their plane escorted the crippled B-29 safely back
to its base. The courage and devotion to duty displayed by these veterans of
reneated assaults against Japan reflect great credit on themselves and the

army sir Forces.

Technical Sergeant ROY E DENNIS 15373728, Adr Corvs, United Statps Army, as
Central Fire Control Guaner.

-t

Staff Sergeant LLBERT RETCHIN 31416078, air Corps, United States irmy, as
Left Gunner.

SECTION III

aWaRD OF THE DISTINGUISHED-FLYING CROSS--By direction of the President,
under the provisions of the act of Congress, approved 2 July 1926 (Bull 8, WD,
1926), and pursuant to authority dlelegated by Headquarters United States .rmy
Strategic .ir Forces in letter, file 4G 323, subject: "Definition of .dminis-
trative Responsibilities", dated 6 .ugust 1945, announcement is made of the
award of the Distinguished-Flying Cross to the following named officers of
the 60th Bombardment Squadron, 39th Bombardment Group.

For extraordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight 29
May 1945. These individuals were combat crew members of a B-29 aircr:zft in the
historic daylight strike against the important urban industrial area of Yok-

~ ohama, Japan. Des»cite the intense and accurate anti-aircraft fire encountered

to ‘the ‘target, which far surpassed anything these crew members had previously
experienced, they resolutely held the briefed coursé and released their bombs
squarely on the target with devastating offect. st the instant of bombs away,
the entire preceding element was struck by a heavy concentration of anti-air-
craft fire, and two of ‘the planes sustained such serious damage as to be forced
to drop out of the formation., These courageous crewmen irmediately drew along-
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side one of the cripoled planes to give it protective cover. During the with-
drawl both were subjected to further sustained fire from heavy calibre guns
‘which inflicted additional damage. In spite of these grave difficulties, they
returned safely to their home base. The cool courage and professional skill
demonstrated by these veteran combat crewmen and their determination to complete
successfully the assigned mlss1on reflect great credit on themselves and the

army air Forces.

Captain JOEN T HORNE, 0807565, (then First Lieutenant), iir Corps, United States
army, as airplane Commander. ot : ‘

First Lieutenant THEODORE P PEARSE, 02076717, (then Second Lieutenant), Adir
Corps, United States .irmy, as Radar Observer. '

First Lieutenant FRANCIS W STRA4HORN, 0836185, (then Second Lleutenant), air
“Corps, United Statés army, as Pllot.

Flight Officer R.YMOWD L DON4HUE, 15017000 (then‘Technlcal Sergeant) bir.corps,
United States Army,, as Engineer.... . . S TEN aai i

Flight Officer DChaLD G SMITH, T139053, «ir Corps, United States Army, as-
Navigator,

SECTION IV
#WuRD OF THE DISTINGUISHED-FIYING CROSS--By direction of the President,

under the provisions of the »ct of Congress, approved 2 July 1926 (Bull 8, WD,
1926), and pursuant to authority delegated by Headquarters United States Army
Strategic .air Forceg in letter, file AG 323, subject: "Definition of Administra-
tive kesponsibilities", dated 6 asugust 1945, announcement is made of the award
of the Distinguished-Flying Cross to the following named officers and enlisted
‘men of the 6lst Bombardment Squadron, 39th Bombardment Group. :

For extarordinary achievement while participating in aerial flight over
the Japanese home island of Honshu 29 May 1945. These individuals formed the
combat crew of a B-29 aircraft assigned to the highly successful incendiary
daylight formation strike from a base in the Marianas against the urban area
of Yokohama. Disregarding an intense volume of continuously-pointed, heavy
caliber flak in the target area, these crew members unswervingly adhered to the
briefed heading and dropped their bombs from an altitude of 18,500 feet squdre-
ly in the target area., During the bombing run, they repulsed a vicious coordin-
ated attack from two enemy fighters. In addition, several air-to-air phosphorus
projectiles were dropned on the formation. After bombs were away, -they took
their nlane safely through anti-aircraftsfire from a nearby airfield on the
" Twithdrawl, and returned safely to base. The coo)] courage, the outstanding skill -
and airmanship, and the marked devotion to duty disvlayed by this veteran-comba¢
crew materially contributed to the success of a mission which aided in the ;
successful prosecution of the war, reflecting great credit on themselves and the

4rny Alir Forces.

o

First Lieutenant IDWIN F COCHRANE, JR., 02063362, (then Second Lieutenant), Jir
Corps, United States army, as Navigator.

First Lieutenant EARL R DaVIS, 0777612, (then Second Lieutenant).,ﬂir-Corps,

United States army, as pPilot. -
SHIEE '%
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First Lieutenant STEPHEN FRANLO 0555209, uir Corps, United States army, as
airplane Commander.

First Lieutenant ERNEST R'SEVERSON, 02070155, (then Second Lieutenant), air
Corps, United States .rmy, as Radar Observer,

Flight Officar DOu.ID M EVANS, 17003477, ‘(then Master Sérgeant),'hir Corps

United Statcs hriny, =8 Rngineer. T

Fllght Officer DONaID M woEEFORD, T7131, Air Corps, Unlted States army, as
Bombardier. )

btaf* Sergecant D‘VID C BROWN, 34771838, Air Corps, United States’ Army, as Radio
Operator. : '

Staff Sergeant JaMES K ESKEW, 35658171, uir Corns, United States. Army, as Cen-'
tral Fire Control Gunner,

Al

| Sergeant JOSEPH W FAIR 37489569, dir Corps, United States urmy, as Tail Gunner.

Jergeant FRaNK W NOViK, 12029890, uir Corps, United States Army, as Bllater
Gunner, :

-Sergeant ROBERT R SP.iNNER, 42021201, uir Corps, United States army, as Blister
. Gunner. : .

' SECTION v

‘ #i#ARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED~FLYING CROSS=--By direction of the President,
under the provisions of the act-of Congress,-approved 2 July 1926 (Bull 8; WD,
1926), and pursuant to authority dekegated by Headquarters United States .rmy
Strategic .ir Forces in letter, file AG 323, subject: "Definition of .dminis-
trative Responsibilities", dated 6 .ugust 1945, announcement is made of the
award of the Distinguished-Flying Cross to the following named officers and
‘enlisted men of the 62nd Bombardment Squadon, 39th Bombardment Grouv.

For extarordinary achievemdnt while participating in aerial flight 29 lMay
1945, These individuals were members of the combat crew of a.B-29 aircraft
on a devastating, medium altitude, daylight incendiary strike against Yokohama,
Japan, From the. initial point until-long zfter the bombs were dronved, their
formation was subjccted to a shattering concentration of continuously-pointed
flak, which scored several hits on their bomber, and to vicious attacks by ten
fiziters, Despitc this fiérce opposition, however, these crewmen, with outstand-
ing courage agd skill, maintained their aireraft sxictly on the briefed heading
%o fhe” target without resorting to evasive tactics. a4t the target they dropped
their bombs accuretecly on the briefed aiming point with devastating effect.
While the formation was still ‘under intense enemy fire, they left the comparat-
.ive safety of the formztion to escort a severely demaged Superfortress which
could not stay in position. Thercafter, until the coast of Jepan was left be-
hind, they repeztedly repulsed attemps by enemy planes to bring down the dam-.._ .
aged B-29, iWhen the crippled bomber was ditched this crew circled the survivors
and called in its position to a Dumbe,  until rescue.criaft appeared on the
scene., The courage and fortitude displayed by this veteran combat crew, together
with their outstanding professional skill, was instrumental in saving the lives
of the survivors of a ditched crew, and reflect the greatest ¢redit upon them-

selves and the u.rny u.ir Forces. 7 : 57
. el s SH 225677
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_ Firdt Lieutenant w.LTER H MCGUIRE, 01042667, Air Corps, United States army,

as Navigator.

Fllnht Officer KENNETH &4 BiRNES, T131231, nir Corns, United Statas ATy, as

’Pllot

Technical Sergeent MERLE D TOMLINSOh, 19032255, Lir Corps, United States .rny,
as Central Fire Control Gunner.

Staff Sergeant HERBERT L GREER, 39184876, nlr Corps," United States army, as

. Radio Operator,

Sergeant JOSEPH W BUCK, 1509756'7 (then Technical Sergesnt), air Corps, United

States srmy, as Right.Gunner,

e A e e o e M sea— il e . e ‘ o : s N

SECTION VI

-

~waRD OF THE DISTINGUISHED-FLYING CROSS--By direction of the Président,

under the provisions of the act of Congress, avproved 2 July 1926 (Bull 8, WD,

1926), and pursuant to authority delegated by Headguarters United States irmy

-3trategic air Forces in letter, file 4G 323, subject: "Definition of Adminis-

qu@&Eth‘ i

trative Responsibilities", dated 6 iugust 1945, announcement is made of the

award of the Distinguished-Fiying Cross to the following named officers of the
44th Bombardment Squcdron, 40¥h Bombardment Group.

. For extraordinary achievement while Earticipating in aerial flight as a
lead crow of the first formation of B-29's on a bombing mission fromsa bese in
the Mariancs against the Sumitomo 1light metal industry company, Osaka, Japan,
24 July 1945. Despite intcnse and accurate onposition from ground defenses,
these crew members brought the formation over the extremely imvortant target
and~bombsjwere drooped with excellent results. The 'uncanny accuracy of the
bombing is' shown by the fact that seventy-five percent of the projectiles drop-
ped by this formation were within one thousand feet of the aiming point., Post-
strike photographs show the devastating results of the excellent bomb run;
Scventy-seven percent of thHe total roof area of the plant was destroyed by this
pissions 1l main buildings occupying the area were either damaged or gutted.
The cool determinztion, superior airmanship, and leadership dlle’Y&d by theye
individuals reflect great credit on themselves and- the Army Air Forces,

First Lieutenant ERNEST E MAPPES, 0809015, air Corps, Unlted States army, s
airvlane Commander,

Second Lieutenant VICTOR W BECK, 02661126, air Corps, Unlted States nrmy, as

Second Lieutenant PsUL I WILCOX, 02077509, Air Corps, United States Army, as
Radar Operator.

Second Lieutenant CIL.RLES 4 DOWSE, JR,, 02060960, «ir Corps, United States Army,

: as Navigator,

' SECTION VII

AVARD OF THE DISTINGUISHEDwFLYING CROSS~-By direction of the President,
under the provisions of the iLct of Congress approved 2 July 1926 (Bull 8, WD,
1926), and pursuant to authority delegated by Headquarters United States Army
gtrategic 4ir Forces dn letter, file AG 323, subject: "Dofinition of Adminis-

trative Responsibidities", dated 6 August 1945, announcement is madecsf thgﬁ
SHIZEC s 72
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Staff Sergeant MICHAFL S TIMAR, }3265400 (then Sergeent), Air Corps, United
States Army, as Radlo Operator.

Sergeant KARL M HARSH, 35233185, Air Corps, United Stotes Army, as Aerial Gunner.

Sergeant LEONATD W MABRY, 14148634, Air Corps, United Stat s Army, ar ferizl
Gunner.

SFCTION XIT

A"ARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED-FLYING CROSS--By. di rection’ of the President,under
the provigions of the Act of Congress approved 2 July 1926 (Rull 8, ¥D, 1926),
cnd pursuant to-buthority delegatéd by Headcuarters United Stat-s Army Strategic
Air Forces in letter, file AG 323, subject: "Definition of Administrative Respon-
sibilities", dated 6 August 1945, ennouncement is made of the aw.rd of the
Distinguished-Flying Crosc to,the following named officers of the 769th Bombard-
ment Squadron, 462nd Bombardment Group.

, For extreordinary achlevement while partlclpatlng in aerial Plltht 24 July
i9k5, as combat crew members of the lead B-29 aircraft on a bombing mission from
a base in the Marianas against the Takarazuka plent of the Kawanishi olrcraft
company, Ni-hinouya,Japan. The formation was attacked by heavy and accurate
flek. Despite enemy opposition and partial cloud cover they led the flights-on

~en exceptional hombing rum,, secuting direct hits in the targrt arca. This re-
sulted in damage assessment of more then & million s-uare feet, or seventy-seven
percent of the roof area of this number one priority tesreget. Their skill, cour-
age, oand devotnon to duty refiect greet. credit on tuem:elves anﬁ the Army Alr

Forces

VQ]OT "ILFRFD M WMARTIN, 0407146 Air Corps, United States srmy, as Airplanc:
Gommander. & o

First Lieutenant RICHAFD M LUCE, 0668985, Air Corps, Unitsd States Afmy, ar
Pombarﬁier. ' :

) c‘econd Lieutenant JFROME F PAGW, JR., 02076712, Air Corws,. Unltnd ftat-s Army,
as Padar Operator.

Flight Officer LO®FTO SALFPNO, 7139935, Air:Corps, Unitad‘states Army, as Navi-
gator. ! ‘
BY COMMAND OF LIFUTFNANT GENFRAL TWINING:

e . : R K TAYLOR
‘ Colonel, Alr Corpse
Chief of Staff

+, OFFICIAL:

L '/J//////%z;/z/
/ "GUSTAV A NEUBFFG
Lt Col, AGD

Adjutznt General

, ) . 1 - CG, AAF, Attn: A-2 Div, Air Staff
< DISARIBUTION: D . 3 3 - TAG, Attn: Awerds & P‘ﬂ Br Yach 25 IX
w A - CG, 313 31458 Bor g 2 - USASTAF (80U APO 95 ,#.4133 ﬂ
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