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NO . ... 042)
SECTION XXV

LLRD OF THE DISTINGUIZHED-FLYING CRO33--By dirsetion of the President,
undor the provisions of the Aot of Congress approved 2 July 1926 (Bull 8, D,
1926), and pursuant to cuthority delcrated by Headquarters United States Ly
Jtrategic oir Forces in letter, file LG 323, subjeet; *"Definition of Adminis-
trative Responsibilitica", dated 6 Jugsust 1945, announcecent is nade of the
avard of tho Distin-uished-Flying Cross to the folloving named officers and
enlisted mon, 62nd Bonbardzont Squadron, 39th Donbardment Groups

For extreordinery achicvement wvhile participating in aerisl flisht 22
June 1945, Thoso individuals were nnbers of the combat erow of o B-29 sireraft
bosed in tho Mcricnas on a strike agcinst tho important Mitsubishi aireraft
plant at Tamashiza, Japan, Encmy anti-cireraft firc wes firat encountered at
the assopbly point. Froo the initiel point into tho targot arca, their formfe
tion was subjectod to hoavy coliber anti-airereft fire and vicious and aggresisive
attacks by fishters, soue of vhich dropped phosphorous bLoubsz, Despite these
difficultics they maintainoed their boambor exnctly on the briefed heading to the
objective Without taikding evesive ceticn, 4t Temeshica, .here the eneny's de=
fenses were hiphly concontroted, they rolecacd the bombs with such outstending
accurncy thct 100 porcent of than foll on the tarret with devestoating effect.
Later reconnnissanece photozraphs reoveeled thot as @ result of this one nisaion,
elghty-five percent of this new ond vital Jepanese ajreraft plant was destroyed.
The cournge end skill disployed by those veturans of repocted missions agninst
the Jepancse homeland to-ethcr with their outastanding eirmenship 'in carrying
out an inportant aggigmaent reflect the greatost eredit on thaiselves and the
army Jdr Forcaes.

Ceptoin THOM.S .. WACHT, 0796918 (then First Licutcnant) Lir Corps, United States
4my, as Adrplano Cormandor.

First Licutonant ROBERT J BR.0HE.RS, 0788532 (thon Jocond Liecutenant) Jir Corps,
United States Lrzy, ns Bonbardicr. .

Firet Licutcaont SHELDON E ELLIOTT, 02078950 {thc* :hcaml Liocutcenent) Air Corps,
United States Lrrmy, as Navizator.

Firat Licutenant J'MEJ O KIAK, 081888) (thon 3ccond Licutenant) &ir Corps,
United 3tates Lmy, aa Pilot.

First Licutonant DLVID P ZH.FFELLO, 02073235 (thea Jecond Lieutcnent) Adr Corps,
United Jtctes Amy, as Radar Obscrver.

Technieal 3Jorjzoant HW.ROLD L MITHEIM.N, 17153229 (thea Jtaff Jcrseant) olr Corps,
United Jtetcs Lrmy, ca Flight nsineer.

Technical Sergeant JUMZS T ROARTON, 1 534569 (then Staff Jergecnt) kLir Corps,
United Jbctes amy, ad Conbral Fire Control Guanor,

3taff Jorpoont LOUIS C HRPER, 35902000, &ir Corps, United 3tatesa LAmy, as
Redio Operator, I '
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Sergeant DINNIS € MURPHY, 31389757 (then Corporzl) Air Corps, United Btates
~I7y, @8 Right Gunner.

Sorgeant LEO F B.KER, 11140866 (then Corporal) dir Corps, United 8tates Ly,
a8 Left Cunner. "

SECTION X VI

4ILFD OF THC DIITINGUIZHED-FLYING CROS3--By dircction of the Prosident,
under tho provisions of the 4ct of Congress approved 2 July 1926 (Bull 8, WD,
1926), and pursuant to authority delegoted by Headquarters Unitod Stotes hroiy
Jrategie Lir Forces in letter, file O 323, subject; "Definition of tdninis-
trative Responsibilitics", dated 6 .ugust 1945, cnnounceuent is :iede of the
averd of the Distinguished-Flying Cross to the followin® nerod of ficers and
enlisted nen, 677th Toubarduent Squadron, L)ith Bombordrent Group:

For extreordinary achievaient vhile participating in zericl flight 22

June 1945, Thesc individunls were combot ercw members of a B=-2¢ aircraft
flying on o daylisht bombing attock frem o besc in the Marienas arpinst the
Kewenishi eireraft coupeny plent et Hireji, Japen. The approech to the tarpget.
was Cade in the face of closely-pressed fi-hter atiecks and accurete flak.
Despiic thesc hazards, they meinteined a closc formation, droppin; their bonbs
Tith groet accuracy. Post-strike photosraphs showed that the entire factory
vas either destroyed or damazed. Bach rmember of ttis crew ecoordincted his
efforts in a supcrior nanner to obtain these outstanding results. The skill,
courape, and cirmanship deronstreted by thesc veterans of ropected assaults
ageinst the Japanese homelond reflect ~root credit on themselves end the AITY
; Lir Forees.

Firet Lieutenant ROZERT J BROWN, 0735259, Lir cﬁfpa, United Jtatee Jroy, as
Bouberdier.

First Licutcnant GLENN / GERRITZ, 0865079, Jir Corps, United States ATy, Ca
Flizht Enginecr. ’ g :

Staff Scrgoant FREDDIE DER.IMO, 35656355, Air Corps, United States umy, as
Radio Operzator, )

Staff Jergeent ROBERT T HURRIZ, 34701480, iir Corps, United States Lry, as
Tail Gunner, :

SECTION XXVII

4«il.RD OF THE DISTINGUIZFE)-FLYING CROSJ-«By dircction of thc Pre sident,
urder the provisions of the 4Lct of Congress approved 2 July 1926 (Bull 8, WD,
1926), and pursuant to authori ty deleated by Headquarters United States Lmy -
Strategic idr Forces in letter, file LG 323, subject: "Definition of Ldninis-
tretive Responsibilities®, dated 6 .ugust 1945, announcement is mede of the
avard of the Distinpuished-Flying Cross to the followinz raned onlisted mon,
677th Bomberd=ent 3quedron, Lhlth Bombardment Group

For extraordinary achievenent whilc participatins in eserial flisht 22
NJunc 1945, These individuele 7erc eoabat crew membors of a B-29 aircraft
flying on a daylisht bonbins attack from a basc in tho Marienac ereinst the
K&manishi eircraft company plant at Hinoji, Jasan., Tho approach to the target
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Sergeant 7ILLI:M F HuKZ, 20384698, 4ir Corps, United States Lrmy, as Right Gunnery
SECTION X00LVI

AJARD OF THE DISTINGUISHED FIYING-CR(SS--By direction of the President,
under the provisions.of the act of Congress approved 2 July 15:'25 (Bull 8, WD,
1926), and pursuant to authority delegated by Headquarters United States Army
Strategic hir Forces in letter, file 4G 323, subject: "Degfinition of
hdministrative Responsibilities", dated b August 1945, announcement is made
of the award of the Distinguished-Flying Oross to the following named officers
and enlisted men of the 770th Bombardment Squadron, L62d Embar;dﬂ!ﬂlft Group:

For extraordinary achievement while participating in serial flight as
combat crew members of & loed plane of & formation of nine B-29 aircraft on
a daylight fire raid from & base in the Marianas against the city of Oshlka,
Japen 1 June 1945. These individuals displayed exceptional teamwork, and skill
in dropping their bombs with excellent results from medium altitude despite
enemy fightsr opposition and intenss fire from heavy anti-aireraft guns. These
vetorans of repcated assaults against the Japanese hameland coordinated their
efforts in & superior manner, making possible a successful assembly and an
effective bombing run on the targot. Photographs: show exceptional results
obtained with the area surrounding the aiming point ccmpletely destroyed.
The courago and devotion to duty of these individuals refloct great credit
on themselves and the Army Air Forces. '

Firset Lisutenant JAMES E MILLS JR, 0796424, air Corps, United States army, 28
Co-Filot,.

First Lieutenant #ILLI:M S O'SULLIVAN, 0692429, air Corps, United States Ammy,
es Navigator. : . . ;

First Lieutenont LEONARD T OLSZZJWSKI, 0692064, sir Corps, United States army,
ag Flight Engineer.

Technical Sergeant DON.ID E BARRLS, 13009952, air Corps, United States hrmy, 88
Senior Gunner -

Staff Sergeant ROEEZRT J SNOW, 18047898, iir Corps, United Statos srmy, as Right

Gunners 1 )
Staff Sergeant GILZS BISSELL, ‘12172331, Lir Corps, Unitod States Lrmy, as Left
Gunner. o ; s . o .
: BY COMLND OF LISUTEMLNT GENER:L TWINING: e !
. ¢ R K TAYLIR
OFFICLiL: Colenol, air Corps

7 Chief of Staff
e *"’M

ROBERT B FRICE
Captain LGD "
Agat Ld]j General
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